
 
 

BUCKS WOODTURNERS 
2018 HANDS-ON-WORKSHOPS 

 
Bucks Woodturners again presents its unique Hands-On-Workshops (HOW) taught by its own experienced 
members volunteering their time for the educational benefit of club members. There are sessions of interest 
that run the gamut from novice to expert and wherever one fits in that spectrum everyone can learn something 
to expand their capabilities. Examine the descriptions and make your selections ASAP. Sessions vary as either 
half or full day events. 
 
This is the club’s major fund-raising event of the year, and 100% of the funds (excluding fees for materials 
where indicated) are used to provide the interesting and informative programs that benefit our membership. 
The donation is $25 for each half day of activity and $40 for each full day of activity.  Our club’s most 
experienced turners have generously opened their shops and are freely giving of their time so that others may 
enjoy the pleasure of improving their woodturning skills.  Take advantage of this exceptional 
opportunity!  All dates are in March, April, and May 2018. 

 
2018 HANDS-ON-WORKSHOP SCHEDULE AND DESCRIPTIONS 

 
#1 Turning Tools Techniques 

Ron Durr – Ambler, PA 
Saturday, 
March 10 

This sharpening class will discuss types of steel, bevel angles on various shaped tools, when to use which tool, 

temperature for safe grinding and care of grinding wheels. 

2 Students Half Day, 9:00am $25 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

#2 Turning a Finial 
Ron Durr – Ambler, PA 

Saturday, 
March 10 

This Finial class will include a discussion concerning the best wood to use for the finial, how to hold the raw 

stock in a chuck or between centers, how to get the best finish for minimal sanding, finishes to be used if 

desired, one piece or several piece construction, and type of tools to use and how to use from start through 

completion. Wood will be supplied at no cost. 

2 Students Half Day, 1:00pm $25 
 

#3 Photographing Your Work 
Ward Stevens - Perkasie, PA 

Saturday 
March 17 

Want to take pictures of your work and make them look like they were taken by a professional? This 
introductory class will help you get familiar with what you need to know to take great pictures of your work. You 
can bring your camera, and some of your turnings, and we will make some nice images for you to take home. 
We'll cover camera settings, backdrops, lighting, composition, and a bit of Photoshop. 
 

2 Students Full Day, 9:00 am $40 
 

 

https://www.bucksturners.com/


 

#4 Tour of Joe Seltzer’s Collection  
Joe Seltzer - Elkins Park, PA 

Sunday, 
March 18 

 

Joe will give a tour of the 1,000 plus pieces of wood art he has collected over the past 20 

years.  

 

 

 

 

4 Students Half Day, 1:00pm $25 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

#5 Segmented Tangential Turning 
Ward Stevens - Perkasie, PA 

Saturday 
March, 24 

If you have an interesting board, you’ll want to learn this technique of using triangular segments to make great 
looking vessels.   We’ll cover the different ways of making segments, cutting segments with a sled, glue-up, 
and turning. Wood and tools are supplied, but feel free to bring your own as well. You will go home with a 
turning and another you can complete at home. 
 

2 Students Full Day, 9:00 am $40 
 

#6A Inside Out Turning 
Linford Sine – Furlong, PA 

Saturday, 
March 31 

Everyone has seen the remarkable ornaments Linford has made and brought to club meeting and holiday 
Pollyanna's. He has finally agreed to let a select few turners learn the secrets needed to produce an inside out 
turning.   Linford will supply the wood.  Bring your tools, safety glasses / face shield, and most of all -- your 
inquisitive mind! 

 

2 Students Half Day, 9:00 am $25 
 

#6B Inside Out Turning 
Linford Sine – Furlong, PA 

Saturday, 
March 31 

See #6A Description Above 

 

2 Students Half Day, 1:00 pm $25 
 

#7A Natural Edge Bowl 
Phil Hauser – Hainesport, NJ 

Saturday 
April 7 

This course will show you how to cut the wood for a natural edge piece. It will explain how to mount it on the 

lathe for the best look of the finished piece. You will learn how to turn the natural edge to save the bark if 

possible. I will show you how to sand the outside and the inside. I will also show you how to finish the bottom 

as the natural edge piece cannot be mounted on a popular bottom turning jig. 

 

2 Students Half Day, 9:00 am $25 
 



________________________________________________________________________________________ 

#7B Natural Edge Bowl 
Phil Hauser – Hainesport, NJ 

Saturday, 
April 7 

See #7A Description above 
 

2 Students Half Day,1:00 pm $25 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

#8A How to Turn a Lidded Box 
Phil Hauser – Hainesport, NJ 

 Sunday, 
April 8 

This course will show you how to turn a lidded box from a single piece of wood, aligning the grain between the 

box and the lid. I will show you how to create a tight fit between the box and the lid.  If you have a favored 

piece of wood suitable for a small box bring it along. The wood needs to be dry to produce a tight fit. The box 

we will turn will be about 2” to 3”in diameter and 3.5” to 4 “tall. 

2 Students Half Day, 9:00 am $25 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

#8B How to Turn a Lidded Box 
Phil Hauser – Hainesport, NJ 

 Sunday, 
April 8 

See #8A Description above 
 

2 Students Half Day, 1:00 pm $25 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

#9 Turning a Sphere in 3 Easy Steps 
Bud Hohlfeld - Doylestown, PA 

Saturday, 
April 14 

Want to turn a sphere? You can buy a live center chuck kit from Crafts USA for $100 or you can take this HOW 

and learn how to make your own for pennies and then turn a sphere in 3 easy steps.  Materials will be supplied 

but you should bring your own tools and safety equipment (safety glasses, & respirator).  Participants will also 

need to supply their own lunch & beverages.  

 

This HOW will be at Roundwood Studio, 44 Dogwood Lane, Doylestown, PA 18901.   

Directions from the intersection of 202 & 313 (Swamp Pike): Head east from 202 on 313 (away from 

Doylestown), turn right onto Cherry Lane. In about 3/4 mi. turn right onto Springs Drive.  Make the first left onto 

Dogwood Lane.  Take Dogwood to the end of the gravel section and then turn right and go down the 

hill.  Roundwood Studio is the building on the left.  If you get lost call 610-864-9623 and I will help you find my 

studio.  If you use Google maps or another app make sure you use the 18901 ZIP or you may get the wrong 

Dogwood Lane. 

 

DIRECTIONS: From the intersection of 202 & 313 (Swamp Pike): Head east from 202 on 313 (away from 

Doylestown), turn right onto Cherry Lane. In about 3/4 mi. turn right onto Springs Drive.  Make the first left onto 

Dogwood Lane.  Take Dogwood to the end of the gravel section and then turn right and go down the hill.  

Roundwood Studio is the building on the left.  If you get lost call 610-864-9623 and I will help you find my 

studio.  If you use Google maps or another app make sure you use the 18901 ZIP or you may get the wrong 

Dogwood Lane. 

4 Students Full Day, 9:30 am $40 
   

 

 



 

#10 Finials, Caps and Collars 
George Balock - Doylestown, PA 

 Sunday, 
April 15 

Have you always wanted to know the secrets of making those delicate finials that adorn hollow vessels, boxes 
and ornaments?  In this HOW, you can find out for yourself.  We will discuss materials, tools and the process 
of making these delicate objects.   If we have time, we can look at how you can fit the finials to hollow forms 
and ornaments.  The hard maple for the class will be supplied. 
 

4 Students Full Day, 9:30 am $40 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

#11 Platters Tanner Style 
 Mike Tanner – Furlong, PA 

Saturday, 
April 21 

One of Mike’s specialties is turning platters, large and small.  He has developed a unique way of mounting the 
blank and finishing the piece.  You’ll see how he does it, and then it’s your turn. Go home with your platter and 
use your new surface treatment techniques to take it to another level. 
 

2 Students Full Day, 9:00 pm $40 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

#12 Enhancing Your Turnings  
 Tom Gall - Hillsborough, NJ 

Saturday, 
April 21 

Did you ever want to enhance your turnings with some sort of texture, carving, burning, pyrography or 
piercing? Get to try out about a dozen different tools (pneumatic ~ electric ~ hand-held) as well as numerous 
cutters and burns for varying results.  
 
Bring a small, previously turned, unfinished piece with you that may benefit from some type of embellishment, 
and if time allows ~ pick a suitable application and … GO AT IT! 
 

2 Students Half Day, 1:00 pm $25 
 

#21 Creating Small Jewelry 
 Matt Overton – Wrightstown, PA 

Sunday, 
April 22 

You’ve seen Matt’s beautiful bracelets and earrings at Show & Tell.   Now’s your chance to learn the 
techniques to help you make varying styles of earrings, pendants, bangles, and bracelets using wood with 
stone and silver embellishments.  Examine the myriad of ways to turn small turnings into artistic pieces of 
jewelry.  Possibly room for 3 students if Matt can get his shop cleaned out!! 

  
2 Students Half Day, 9:00 am $25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

#13A Embellishing a Turning 
John Williams – Pennsburg, PA 

Saturday, 
April 28 

The class is about applying embellishments to a small turning. Students must be accomplished 
enough to complete either a spindle or bowl oriented turning in the first hour using their tools. This 
will be the piece to be embellished with texturing, coloring or inlays. Wood will be provided following 
a brief discussion about what embellishments are best applied to various woods. Samples of my work 
will be used to fuel the discussions and hopefully inspire the students to try something new in their 
work. 
 
Please bring safety gear and turning tools. 
 
We live just west of the Quakertown exit of the Northeast Extension of the PA Turnpike. The street 
address is 1000 Bordeaux Ln, Pennsburg, PA 18073. Email me at jhwilliams105@comcast.net for help 
with driving directions if necessary. 
 

Students can add about ½ hour to their session by arriving early 30 minutes or less. 

1 Students Half Day, 9:00am $25 
 

#13B Embellishing a Turning 
John Williams – Pennsburg, PA 

Saturday 
April 28 

See #13A Description above 
 

1 Students Half Day, 1:00pm $25 
 

#13C Embellishing a Turning 
John Williams – Pennsburg, PA 

 Sunday, 
April 29 

See #13A Description above 
 

1 Students Half Day, 9:00am $25 
 

#13D Embellishing a Turning 
John Williams – Pennsburg, PA 

 Sunday, 
April 29 

See #13A Description above 
 

1 Students Half Day, 1:00pm $25 
 

#14 Bowl Coring 
 Mike Tanner – Furlong, PA 

Saturday, 
May 5 

Mike will provide hands on demonstration of the use of the OneWay coring tool as well as his technique for 
preparing the piece for mounting and coring. Bring a ½ log and Mike will show you how to prepare the piece for 
mounting with a chainsaw.  If you have ever wondered about this or are thinking of buying a coring set-up, give 
it a try first hand.  Students supply the wood for coring. 
 

2 Students Full Day, 9:00 pm $40 
 



 

#15A Making a Crush Grind Peppermill  
Stephen Hillerman - Langhorne, PA 

  Sunday, 
May 6 

Steve will show you how to make a peppermill using the crush grind mechanism.  From selecting wood, 
drilling, turning the exterior and finishing Matt will ensure that you will have a great peppermill to bring to Bucks 
Woodturners show and tell! There is an additional charge for a peppermill mechanism that is payable to 
Stephen at the time of the class. 

 

2 Students Half Day, 9:00am $25 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

#15B Making a Crush Grind Peppermill  
Stephen Hillerman - Langhorne, PA 

  Sunday, 
May 6 

See #15A Description above 
 

2 Students Half Day, 1:00pm $25 
 

#16A Fundamentals of Pen Turning  
Stephen Hillerman - Langhorne, PA 

Saturday, 
May 12 

In this HOW, techniques in pen making are followed, from both wood and acrylic blanks to finished pens.  We 
will make 2 pens, one with a single barrel and one with a double barrel.  Steve will supply the wood and acrylic 
pen blanks, pen kits, sandpaper, etc.  If you wish to bring your own gouges, that would be fine.  Students 
would need to bring their own face shield/goggles. 
 

2 Students Half Day, 9:00am $25 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

#16B Fundamentals of Pen Turning  
Stephen Hillerman - Langhorne, PA 

Saturday, 
May 12 

See #16A Description above 
 

2 Students Half Day, 1:00pm $25 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

#17 Sharpening Techniques and Issues 
Suzanne Kahn - Philadelphia, PA 

  Sunday, 
May 20 

Sharp tools make woodturning safer and more enjoyable. Spend an afternoon with your tools and Dovetail 

studio tools and leave with a better understanding of what sharp means and how a tools’ edge profile 

determines how it behaves including avoiding tear out. Learn how sandpaper can be your best friend or worst 

enemy. Discover how the body dynamics of both sharpening and woodturning combine for better results. Two 

grinders with CBN wheels and Oneway Wolverine jigs, one Tormek water grinder and jigs. Students should 

bring any of their turning tools. Dust masks encouraged, Uvex safety shields provided. Student’s own full 

coverage safety glasses acceptable. Each student is required to sign a Dovetail Wood Arts, LLC release 

document.  

DOVETAIL WOOD ARTS ADDRESS: MaKen North Studios, Suite 310, 35251 I Street, Philadelphia, PA 

19134; Plenty of parking available; This is a secure building and I will need to open the front door for students. 

4 Students Half Day, Noon - 4 pm $25 
 

 



 

#18 Natural Edge Bowl 
Suzanne Kahn - Philadelphia, PA 

Wednesday, 
May 16 

The appeal of a natural edge bowl form comes from balanced wings, a base that visually elevates the form and 

a consistent wall thickness.  The objective is to achieve a graceful line for the eye to follow, whether or not the 

bark stays attached. We will employ the “Ellsworth” method during this workshop, with a focus on sharp tools, 

base cuts, roughing, shear scraping, smooth interior finishing cuts and the importance of body dynamics.  Jam 

chucks, sharpening and finishing methods will also be covered. Thompson tools, wood and Uvex turning 

shields included (separate use of safety glasses strongly encouraged). We will not be doing a lot of sanding, 

but please bring a dust mask if you require one. Feel free to bring your own turning tools. I’m happy to help 

with basic reshaping if needed. Each student is required to sign a Dovetail Wood Arts, LLC release document. 

DOVETAIL WOOD ARTS ADDRESS: MaKen North Studios, Suite 310, 35251 I Street, Philadelphia, PA 

19134; Plenty of parking available; This is a secure building and I will need to open the front door for students. 

4 Students Half Day, 10am – 2 pm $25 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

#19 Turned and Carved Tree Ornament  
Michael Kehs – Quakertown, PA 

Saturday, 
May 19 

I will show how to turn a hollow ornament that we can then either carve or texture and color. I will have 

wood available if needed or you can bring your own. (basswood, box elder, holly, soft maple, etc.) and 

some sort of hardwood for the finials. Students should bring spindle turning tools, safety gear, and power 

carving tools if they have them, and wood burning tools. I have these tools if needed. We will go to a local 

pub for lunch.  

 

5 Students Full Day, 9:00am $40 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

#20 Turning a Christmas Ornament 
Jim Beckwith – Somerville, NJ 

Date and Time to be 
Coordinated by Student and Jim 

The goal of the class will be to turn a small globe (approx. 2 inches) and hollow it. Close attention will be paid 

to the opening on both ends of the globe in order to mate an icicle and a finial so all three pieces flow together. 

The icicle and finial will be done in a contrasting color wood and we will make an eye loop from brass wire to 

be able to hang the ornament. Friction polish will probably be use for finish.    

A face mask and breathing protection along with any tools they may have for finer detail work would be good to 

bring. I can provide all of the above if need be. 

1 Students Half Day, 9:00am $25 
 


